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INJURIES/DAMAGES emotional distress; epidural 
injections; fusion, lumbar; herniated disc, lumbar 

Juarez claimed he sustained a herniation lumbar disc. She 
received epidural injections, but she eventually required a 
lumbar fusion at the L5-S1 level. 

Juarez claimed she may eventually need an additional 
fusion surgery. She also claimed that she suffers from 
emotional distress as a result of the accident and may 
eventually need treatment from a psychologist. 

Juarez sought recovery of past and future medical costs, 
and damages for her for past pain and suffering. 

Defense counsel argued that Juarez's lumbar injury was 
caused by a subsequent accident. 

RESULT The jury determined that Gomez was negligent 
and 100 percent liable for the crash. It also determined that 
Juarez's damages totaled $507,600. 

MAYRA JUAREZ $261,600 past economic damages 
$196,000 future economic damages 
$50:000 past noneconomic damages 
$507,600 

DEMAND $199,999 {C.C.P. § 998) 
OFFER $150,000 

INSURER(S} State Farm Insurance Cos. for 
Worldwide Express 

TRIAL DETAILS Trial Length: 5 days 

PLAINTIFF 

EXPERT(S) 

DEFENSE 

EXPERT(S} 

Trial Deliberations: 2 days 

Edward T. Chappell, M.D., neurosurgery, 
Orange, CA 
Levon Margolin, Ph.D., psychology/ 
counseling, Colton, CA 
Herbert R. Summers, Ph.D., accident 
reconstruction, Encino, CA 

Neil I. Chafetz, M.D., radiology, 
San Pedro, CA 
Tony F. Feuerman, M.D., neurosurgery, 
Encino, CA 

POST-TRIAL The court awardedJuarez$187,417.09 in costs and 
pre-judgment interest, making his recovery total $695,017.09. 

EDITOR'S NOTE This report is based on information that 
was provided by plaintiff's counsel. Defense counsel did not 
respond to the reporter's phone calls. 

- Priya I diculla 

SOUTHERN 

PREMISES LIABILITY 
Negligent Repair and/or Maintenance - Dangerous Condition 

Tenant claimed defendants 
failed to fix dangerous ceiling 
MEDIATED 

SETTLEMENT 

CASE 

COURT 

NEUTRAL(S) 

DATE 

PLAINTIFF 

ATTORNEY(S) 

DEFENSE 

ATTORNEY(S) 

$1,000,000 

Margarita Gomez v. Henry Hawkins, trustee 
of The Hawkins Family Trust, Shirley R. 
Hawkins, trustee of The Hawkins Family 
Trust and Raford Management Co., Inc., 

o. BC623345 
Superior Court of Los Angeles County, 
Los Angeles 
Robert M. Tessier 
9/14/2018 

Artin Yadegarian, Law Offices of Artin 
Yadegarian, Glendale, CA 
Christopher Montes de Oca, Law Of fices of 
Christopher Montes de Oca, Los Angeles, CA 

Christopher E. Delaplane, Delaplane 
Law Group, Encino, CA (Park's Total 
Maintenance Co.) 
Domineh Fazel, Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard 
& Smith, Los Angeles, CA 
(Raford Management Co. Inc.) 
Robert T. Mackey, Veatch Carlson, LLP, 
Los Angeles, CA (Henry Hawkins, Raford 
Management Co. Inc., Shirley R. Hawkins) 
John R. Miller, Hartsuyker, Stratman & 
Williams-Abrego, Los Angeles, CA (Henry 
Hawkins, Raford Management Co. Inc., 
Shirley R. Hawkins) 
Cary L. Wood, Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard 
& Smith, Los Angeles, CA 
(Raford Management Co. Inc.) 

FACTS & ALLEGATIONS On June 11, 2015, plaintiff 
Margarita Gomez, 65, a janitor, was in her apartment at 
202 East Cypress St., in Glendale, when the ceiling collapsed 
on her. She sustained injuries to her head, neck and back. 

Gomez sued the owners of the apartment, Henry Hawkins 
and Shirley Hawkins, as trustees of The Hawkins Family 
Trust; and the apartment's management company, Raford 
Management Co. Inc. Gomez alleged that the defendants 
were negligent in the repair and/or maintenance of the 
ceiling, creating a dangerous condition. 

Mr. and Ms. Hawkins filed a third-party claim against 
the maintenance company for the apartment, Park's Total 
Maintenance Co., seeking indemnification. 
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